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f r o m  t h e  e d i t o r
Students, faculty, staff and alumni:
I am excited to introduce you to our new 
university newspaper — the UNG Vanguard.
Vanguard is a term that can describe the 
foremost division of an army. They are at the 
battle first, leading the way. I hope our news-
paper will be able to do the same. We want 
to provide all the students, on each cam-
pus, with the most complete coverage of all 
things UNG. 
Over the past several months, staff members 
from the Gainesville, Dahlonega and Oconee 
campuses have been diligently working to-
gether to combine our separate newspapers 
into one cohesive unit. 
We are truly trailblazers. Combining multiple 
campus newspapers into one has never 
been done before. As we achieve the impos-
sible, I ask for your support and dedicated 
readership. Without you, the reader, our 
newspaper would not exist. 
We are here to be your voice—to discuss 
your concerns, share your thoughts and pro-
vide you with the most relevant news. 
Thank you for joining us on this incredible 
journey. We look forward to hearing from 
you.
Katie Kanaday: editor-in-chief
kmkana2102@ung.edu
website:www.UNGVanguard.org
email :UNGVanguard@gmail .com
address:  3820 Mundy Mi l l  Rd
Oakwood, GA 30566
advert is ing: Michael Mul l ins 
memul l0017@ung.edu
v a n g u a r d
c o n t a c t  i n f o r m a t i o n
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V To p  S t o r i e s
Classes extended a week as snow days pile up
It’s the snow-plowed 
academic calendar!
Last day of class: May 1
Finals begin Friday, May 2, with the 
originally scheduled finals for that day.
The rest of the finals 
will be held May 5-8.
Check the final exam schedule here:
Snow blankets the drill field at the Dahlonega campus after the latest snowpocalypse.
Hannah Jump/ Special
After another week of having to close school for 
several days, UNG officials decided to extend classes a 
week at the end of the semester.
Now, May 1 will be the last day of classes, instead of 
April 25.
“I’m not really excited about it, but I understand 
why they’re doing it,” said Gainesville student Corey 
Rodgers.
 “I’m a bit relieved that they’re doing it this way, 
at the beginning of May, as opposed to spring break, 
because I have plans for spring break.”
The university announced Monday that school 
would be closed Tuesday and Wednesday—this time, 
they didn’t wait to cancel. 
Early Wednesday afternoon, as snow and ice con-
tinued to accumulate across North Georgia, school 
officials decided to cancel classes for Thursday, Feb. 
13, as well.
“My only issue with the snow is that my work 
is closed for two days, so it’s putting a dent in my 
paycheck,” said Gainesville student Jessica Swords, a 
Spanish major. “On the bright side, I get an extra week 
to study for a linguistics test.”
Four Plant Operations crew members slept on cam-
pus Tuesday night to guarantee that students in dorms 
on the Dahlonega campus would be safe in case no 
one could get onto campus Wednesday morning.
Krista Dowdy, supervisor in the UNG-D dining 
hall, picked up her employees who didn’t have the 
equipment or skill in order to navigate the snow.
“I grew up in Pennsylvania and lived for 15 years in 
Alaska. I learned how to drive in all kinds of weather 
in Fairbanks,” Dowdy said. “Since we needed people to 
work I went off to get them.”
Saara Wintersgill
Kaitlyn Doyle
Matt Hobbs
Vanguard: Dahlonega and Gainesville
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The Board of Regents has approved 
a $2.5 million extension of the Student 
Resource Center at UNG Oconee, and 
now all that awaits is the Georgia Legis-
lature’s approval to make it a done deal.
The new additions to the SRC build-
ing, if approved in March, will include 
a language lab, four classrooms, one of 
which will be a multipurpose science 
lab with a prep room and storage room, 
10 new faculty offices, a large confer-
ence room, study rooms for students 
and other facilities such as bathrooms 
and a janitor’s closet. The SRC addition 
will add approximately 12,000 feet to the 
building.
Eric Skipper, acting CEO of the 
Oconee Campus and dean of honors 
and graduate studies, said, “It is in the 
works, and it has passed two of the three 
hurdles.” The third hurdle is the Geor-
gia Legislature, which has until around 
March 19 to decide on whether or not 
the multimillion dollar extension will be 
built.
The money for the extension is all ex-
ternal funds. The reason for the project is 
space. “Space is a priority here,” Skipper 
said, “but we want to break that down so 
that we’re all more comfortable.” Skipper 
said that with the extra space, “we’d be 
able to offer more classes.” His main con-
cern is back-to-back lab times. “Because 
we need time in between for prep time,” 
said Skipper.
The new facility will also bring in 
more office space for professors and a 
study area for students. Many of the full-
time professors are doubling up on office 
space, and the extension will provide 
those professors with new offices of their 
own. Skipper said the student space will 
be “a great benefit, to go and hang out 
and study [there] instead of the library.”
Looking forward to the future, Skip-
per doesn’t believe that UNG Oconee 
will become a four-year college. Skip-
per said, “We have the luxury of being 
next door to the University of Georgia, 
which gives us great benefits.” The level 
of success at UNG Oconee is high, and 
the current rate of UGA transfers is 47 
percent. Skipper said that there is “no 
real need for [UNG Oconee] to expand 
its mission to a four-year mission.”
VN e w s
Finally, Oconee may get some breathing room
Ethan Bridges
Vanguard: Oconee
Oconee News Editor
ebbrid6739@ung.edu
Oconee facts:
• 2,500 students
• Highest space utilization 
ratio in the USG system
• At capacity every  
semester
If approved by the legislature, the new addition at Oconee will help with overcrowding. 
Photo by Devin Brewster/Vanguard staff
Undergraduate researchers present at several conferences
UNG’s undergrad researchers have been racking up the conferences 
lately. 
Twelve students’  projects were accepted for the Georgia Undergrad 
Research Conference at Columbus State in January: Brittany Barron, 
mentored by Anita Turlington, English; Katie Kanaday, Cheyenne Frank-
lin, Robert Scott, mentored by Tanya Bennett, English; Teri Jones, men-
tored by Matthew Horton, English; Jimma Blackwell, mentored by Jen-
nifer Mook, Jeanelle Morgan and Doug Waltman, biology; Carmen Tsui, 
Mynor Lopez, Vu Tran, mentored by Jeanelle Morgan, biology; Heather 
Bryan, mentored by Toralf Zschau, psychology; Jody Pinion, mentored by 
Anastasia Turner, English/Spanish; Jacob Ashmore, mentored by Terry 
Easton, composition/argument/interdisciplinary.
Eight students have been accepted to the Southern Regional Honors 
Conference in Savannah in March, and 12 students have been accepted to 
the National Conference on Undergraduate Research in April in Ken-
tucky.  
And there’s still time to apply for the Annual Research Conference at 
UNG. This year’s ARC will be in Dahlonega March 31-April 3; Oconee 
April 8; Gainesville April 9. Deadline to apply is March 7 at  
http://bit.ly/1dK5g2P.
Jimma Blackwell (L), Carmen Tsui and Mynor Lopez look at a poster at the 
Georgia Undergraduate Research Conference in January.
Special
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The Scoop
With only four games remaining in the 2013-14 regular season, the No. 
23-ranked University of North Georgia women’s basketball team can’t afford to get 
comfortable in first place in the Peach Belt Conference Western Division.
The Nighthawks (18-4, 12-3) are clinging to a half game lead over Clayton State 
University and Young Harris College and a one game lead over Columbus State 
for first place in the tight Peach Belt Conference Western Division.
Since winning 10 straight games between November 22 and January 15, North 
Georgia won six of the nine games that followed. Two of those losses came against 
the team’s right behind the Nighthawks; Clayton State on January 25 and Young 
Harris on February 5. However, a win over Columbus State has preserved their 
lead in the western division.
This season is a season of firsts for 
University of North Georgia athletics. 
The first year with a new identity. the 
first year with events hosted away from 
Dahlonega. It’s also the first year of the 
Battle of Blood Mountain, a huge rivalry 
with Young Harris College.
The idea of this new rivalry was con-
ceived this past summer by members of 
the UNG athletic staff and Randy Dunn, 
current athletic director at Young Harris 
and former A.D. at North Georgia. 
The Battle of Blood Mountain was 
formed as North Georgia’s and Young 
Harris’s answer to other rivalries in the 
Peach Belt Conference such as the Battle 
of the Pickle Barrel between Georgia 
College and Columbus State.
The rivalry is named after the highest 
peak in the Georgia section of the Ap-
palachian Trail. 
Blood Mountain is also on the border 
of Lumpkin and Union counties, where  
both schools have campuses. The valley 
between Blood and Slaughter Mountain 
was also the location of a brutal battle 
between Creek and Cherokee Indians. 
These facts made it the perfect name for 
a rivalry between UNG and YHC.
The Battle of Blood Mountain com-
petition uses a point system involving 
all sports that UNG and YHC compete 
in. Lee Glenn, UNG sports information 
director, said the point system is based 
on the Ryder Cup, a golf tournament 
between the United States and Europe.
UNG and YHC compete against 
each other in 10 sports. One point is 
awarded to the school winning a head-
to-head match up. When the schools 
play each other two or more times in a 
season in one sport, which is the case 
in basketball, baseball and softball, a 
point is awarded if one school wins each 
meeting. If the season series is split, 
the points go to the school finishing 
the highest in the PBC standings that 
season.
The school with the most points at 
the end of the athletic season is the win-
ner. In the case of tie, the school finish-
ing ahead of the other for the Peach Belt 
Conference Commissioners Cup is the 
winner. The reward for winning will be 
a trophy that is yet to be decided on. 
The consequence of losing, how-
ever, is that the losing school’s athletic 
director must wear the winning school’s 
colors while presenting the trophy to 
that school’s Student-Athlete Advisory 
Committee.
Currently, North Georgia has a 2-1 
lead over Young Harris. North Georgia’s 
points were won by the women’s cross 
country team for finishing two spots 
higher than Young Harris in the PBC 
Championship Meet, and the women’s 
soccer team who beat YHC 3-2 in 
overtime Sept. 21. Feb. 5 was the first 
meetings for both schools in basketball 
for the 2013-14 season. Young Harris 
picked up the win in women’s basket-
ball, while the North Georgia men 
defeated Young Harris’ men’s team.
Kyle Funderburk
Vanguard: Gainesville
Sports Editor
dkfund7829@ung.edu
UNG sports fighting the Battle of Blood Mountain
Men’s basketball Women’s basketball
V S p o r t s
The Stats
The win over UNC Pembroke on February 15 was the 400th of head coach 
Buffie Burson’s career. In her 20 years at North Georgia, Burson has led the Saints/
Nighthawks to eight conference championships. She’s also led the teams to ap-
pearances in five Sweet Sixteen’s and three Elite Eight’s.
Senior Mimi Hill (see story next page) is ranked highly in several statistical 
categories in the Peach Belt. She’s first in points per game with 23.3, total points 
with 490, field goals with 184 and free throws with 105. Hill is also second in the 
conference with 88.2 free throw percentage, eighth with a 53.2 field goal percent-
age, and 10th with 8.1 rebounds per game and 170 total rebounds.
Junior Stephanie Huffman leads the team and is fifth in the Peach Belt with 202 
total rebounds and sixth with 9.2 rebounds per game. Huffman is also ninth with 
69 assists.
The Scoop
With the 78-54 win over Francis Marion University on February 16, the 
University of North Georgia Men’s basketball are back over .500 for the first time 
since they beat Georgia College in January to start the season 5-4.
The Nighthawks (11-10, 8-7) are now on a four-game winning streak that 
began with a win over Young Harris College on February 5. Before the winning 
streak North Georgia had only won two of their previous eight games.
With an 8-7 record in the Peach Belt Conference, North Georgia is only a half 
of a game behind Young Harris for third place in the PBC Western Division. 
They’re also two games ahead of Columbus State. To make the Peach Belt Con-
ference Tournament, North Georgia needs to stay in the top four of the western 
The Stats
Senior Ishmael Hollis leads the Peach 
Belt Conference with 19.9 points per 
game. He’s also second in the conference 
with 417 total points, fourth with 105 free 
throws, third with 9.5 rebounds per game, 
fifth with 200 rebounds.
Sophomore Corey Green is sixth in the 
conference with a field goal percentage of 
55.6 percent.
North Georgia leads the Peach Belt with 
86.6 points per game. However, the Night-
hawks are last in the conference giving up 
85.4 points per game. Ishmael HollisCompiled by Kyle Funderburk/ Vanguard Sports Editor, Gainesville
Vanguard, February 21, 2014 7
After having a disappointing 2013 
season, the University of North Georgia 
baseball team is looking to bounce back 
with the addition of quite a few new fac-
es. UNG finished last season 18-29 (9-19 
PBC) to make for one of the more dis-
appointing seasons in head coach Tom 
Cantrell’s tenure, which includes over 
500 wins while at the helm of the Night-
hawks.
Cantrell has been a successful coach 
for the UNG baseball program, and he 
has taken them to an elite level over his 
15-year tenure. Each year comes with 
high expectations with this year being 
no different.
“Our expectation every year is to win 
a national championship,” Cantrell said. 
“It starts with being successful both 
on and off the field, in class and being 
a good person, being the best possible 
baseball player you can be. The expecta-
tion for the baseball program is to win 
championships; not win a certain num-
ber of games but to win every game we 
play. We haven’t won a championship 
here in five years.” 
Cantrell believes a winning standard 
has been set in his years in Dahlonega.
“We have 
got to get 
back to that 
mentality and 
mental tough-
ness that we’ve 
lacked the last 
few years. But 
the expecta-
tion is to win 
c h a m p i o n -
ships.”
The Nighthawks will be replacing four 
position starters from last year’s team. 
However, UNG will be looking to sev-
eral key returners to take over more of 
a leadership role. Cantrell will return his 
top three position players from last sea-
son: juniors Travis Naraine, Tremayne 
Toorie and Eason Spivey in addition to 
the top five pitchers, most notably soph-
omore Brandon Agar, who led the team 
last year with a 7-4 record along with 6 
saves. Agar posted a 3.42 ERA in 52 2/3 
innings pitched.
“The teams the last couple of years 
weren’t very mature or doing the right 
things on and 
off the field,” 
Cantrell said. 
“That’s our 
fault. We had 
the wrong 
people. We 
brought them 
into a situ-
ation they 
couldn’t han-
dle.”
Cantrell can tell a difference this year.
“We’re excited, they’re excited, about 
competing,” said Cantrell. “We’re not 
ready to compete but we’re going to have 
to compete. With the weather, we’re be-
hind a week or so. With all the newcom-
ers and guys coming back, we feel pretty 
good about the group we have.”
In addition to the new faces that will 
soon make their debut for the Night-
hawks, this offseason has also been an 
exciting one for reasons off the field. 
UNG unveiled the Coleman Field 
House, which is home to the baseball 
and softball locker rooms, plus coach-
es’ offices, meeting rooms and training 
rooms. Cantrell hopes that by having the 
new field house it will help bring togeth-
er his team and will pay dividends down 
the line.
“The new building, clubhouse, all that 
has made a big different in camaraderie 
and chemistry of the guys a place to hang 
out and get dressed,” he said. “It also 
helps with recruiting because the confer-
ence we’re in is highly competitive. 
“Looking back at last season, one 
thing, half the team isn’t here from last 
season,” Cantrell said. “A lot of guys were 
let go mainly for disciplinary issues, not 
doing what it takes to be a University of 
North Georgia baseball player. We got a 
good group this year and the outlook for 
this year is definitely an improvement 
over last year’s team.”
The No. 23 Lady Nighthawks have 
had an impressive season this year with 
a 18-4 record to date. The performance 
of Mimi Hill, a recent Peach Belt Con-
ference Player of the Week, has helped 
shape this basketball season unlike any 
in recent memory.
Averaging 51.8 percent from the 
floor, Hill is currently UNG’s leading 
scorer with 355 points. She is second in 
rebounds with 111, has 30 assists and av-
erages 32.8 minutes a game. With these 
impressive statistics, it is hard to believe 
basketball was not always her calling.
“I first started playing in seventh 
grade,” Hill recounts. “I had been a 
cheerleader up to that point and tried 
out for the cheerleading squad that year, 
but the coaches said I wouldn’t blend in 
with the girls due to my height [6-foot-
3].”
Since her mom (Brenda Hill), dad 
and sister (WNBA player and UGA All-
American Tasha Humphrey) had played 
the game, she decided to try out for her 
school’s basketball team. 
“I made it but had a terrible experi-
ence,” Hill said. “I transferred schools 
the next year.” 
This is where things really began to 
fall into place for Hill. 
“I had a basketball coach who really 
inspired and encouraged me to continue 
playing,” Hill said. Shortly after, Hill’s 
mom resigned from coaching at UGA 
to finish coaching her daughter through 
high school.
Hill attended Western Kentucky Uni-
versity for two years before transferring 
to UNG. 
Hill said her first college game 
was her most embarrassing.
“I was already nervous,” she 
said, “but it was against Duke 
whose players and gym are in-
timidating.”
She said she was so nervous 
that she felt like she was falling 
out on the court.
“I literally told my coach, ‘The 
lines are coming up and grab-
bing me!’ I was only in for four 
or five minutes.”
When she started playing 
college basketball, she did not 
give much thought to where she 
played, but as she continued, she 
realized where she wanted to be.
“When I was little, my mom 
decided to come back to school 
and actually played for North Georgia,” 
she said. “I remember running up and 
down these halls when she was here. 
“I already knew a lot of the coaches 
and professors, and they knew me. It was 
only 30 minutes from home, and it was 
a chance to play on the same court my 
mom did. I couldn’t turn that down,” she 
said.
This is Hill’s senior year, and she will 
be graduating with a degree in physical 
education.
“I was a nursing major my first three 
years,” she said. “One day, I realized so 
many coaches had inspired me, and I 
want to do the same for others.
“College is the perfect time to do that 
because this is when you really start to 
come into your own. I mean, these girls 
and coaches have been my second fami-
ly. I want to continue to be a part of that.”
Hill will be the student assistant coach 
for the Lady Nighthawks in the 2014-
2015 season. She summarized college 
basketball as intense.
Aside from regular practices, the 
players lift weights three times a week 
in scheduled workouts designed specifi-
cally for them by their athletic trainer, on 
top of being full-time students and bal-
ancing social life.
“It is hard, on and off the court,” she 
said. “I say that not only because the 
practices are harder but so is time man-
agement.”
S p o r t s
Tiffany Love
Vanguard: Dahlonega
Staff Writer
trlove9144@ung.edu
Basketball runs in the family for Lady Nighthawks star Hill
Patrick Hensley
Vanguard: Gainesville
Staff Writer
pthens7787@ung.edu
North Georgia baseball has high hopes for 2014 season
Mimi Hill is having a standout season with the Lady Nighthawks.
Special
‘We’re excited, 
they’re excited, about 
competing.’ 
— UNG baseball 
coach Tom Cantrell
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V C a m p u s L i f e
At HTI Employment Solutions we 
specialize in industrial staffing, 
professional recruiting, HR services, 
and complex Project Management.
3640 Mundy Mill Road
Suite 112
Gainesville, GA 30504
Phone: 770.536.0555
LET’S GET FOCUSED 
ON YOUR NEXT JOB!
We can help find the position you’ve been looking for.
WHAT WE DO
START THE CONVERSATION
www.htijobs.com
DAHLONEGA GAINESVILLE OCONEE 
UPCOMING EVENTS
International Film Series
Every Monday
6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Library Technology Center 
Room 382 
Symphonic Band Concert
Feb. 20 
7 p.m. - 10
Hoag Student Center
Room 342
The Great Political  
Ideology Showdown
Feb. 26
6 p.m.-9 p.m.
Hoag Student Center
How to Market Yourself 
and Get that Job
Student Alumni  
Association
11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Robinson Ballroom
The Pianissimo
- The Musical Arts 
Association presents
“The Feast of Eight Hands”
Feb. 25
7:30 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Gainesville Theatre
Big Band Show
March 7
7 p.m.- 9 p.m.
Gainesville Theatre
SIFE - Student Loans
Feb. 26
11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Student Resource Center  
Oconee 522
Science Olympiad
March 1
8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Student Resource Center  
Oconee 522
Women’s History Month: 
Are Muslim Women  
Oppressed?
March 5
11:30 a.m.
Oconee 522
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C a m p u s  L i f e
Day in the life of a UNG-D cadet: 
Training from dawn to dark
It’s cold outside, and you’re hungry. 
Yet you know the enemy is there, and 
you can’t make a sound.  You hold your 
M16 close and mentally prepare for the 
battle that is coming.
That’s not a bit of gameplay from 
“Call of Duty: Ghosts.”  That’s exactly 
what Capt. Patrick Moran and his fellow 
cadets get to experience out on “Rifle 
Ridge.”
It’s all part of being a cadet at UNG. 
These field training exercises are held 
five times a year to prepare junior cadets 
for pre-camp, a year-long course that all 
contracted juniors — cadets in their ju-
nior year who have contracted with the 
Army — are required to complete before 
being sent to the U.S. Army Leadership 
Development and Assessment Course at 
Fort Knox, Ky.
Being a cadet is not all fun and war 
games though.  Moran wakes up at 5:30 
a.m. and then goes to physical training 
at 5:45.  That lasts an hour.  
After that, it’s back to his room, and if 
it’s Tuesday or Thursday, he’s got either 
a room or uniform inspection that lasts 
another hour.
Once all of the morning duties are 
completed, Moran is off to one of his six classes wearing whichever uniform is dictated for the day.
On Wednesday afternoons, he spends three hours in pre-camp “lab,” where the cadets practice 
technical knowledge learned in their military science classes.
After 5 p.m., Moran can change out of uniform and be a regular guy, at least until the midnight 
curfew on Sunday through Thursday nights.  And while he may not turn into a pumpkin at mid-
night if he’s not in his room, there are consequences.
Repercussions for violating the rules are based on a system of demerits. Each demerit is an 
hour of “walking tours,” during which a cadet marches in a box formation around the drill pad 
with a rifle for as many hours as needed in order to work off his or her demerits.
Requiring the cadet to be in uniform for 24 hours a day, seven days a week, with no civilian 
clothing allowed is another possible repercussion for breaking the rules.
For more serious violations, there is room arrest, where a cadet is confined to his or her quar-
ters unless attending class. Campus restriction is another option, and involves confinement to 
campus for a period of time.
Fortunately for Moran, his excellent performance as a cadet has kept him from facing any of 
these consequences.
Master Sgt. James Light, an active duty Army member serving as a cadet instructor, said that 
Moran is an excellent cadet, which lead to him being chosen as a training, advising and counsel-
ing, or TAC, officer.
The TAC officers, in addition to their daily duties, take on the responsibility of training the 
class below them.  Moran, a senior, is the logistics officer for the junior’s field exercises.  He is in 
charge of supplies, ordinance and transportation for the entire exercise.
Moran, a Michigan native who has also lived in California, graduated from Cherokee County 
High School in Canton in 2010.
He knew that he wanted to serve in the military and had planned on taking all of his college 
courses online.  His father, however, had a different vision for his future.
“My father was not sold on the idea of me enlisting straight out of college,” Moran said. “He 
cared a great deal for my future and pushed me in the direction of obtaining a bachelor’s degree 
before I made the choice to join the military.
“My father said, ‘I’m proud that you want to serve your country, but you need to get a college 
degree before you do so. Those are my rules.’”
As for taking his college courses online, Moran said, “I personally did not want to attend a 
traditional four-year university, but after touring the NGCSU campus I was sold. Four years later, 
I have no regrets. It’s one of the best decisions I have ever made.”
Moran, a history major who will graduate in May, is looking forward to his military future, 
when he will be a member of the Ordnance Corps.
Dawn Phillips
News Editor
Vanguard: Dahlonega
dmphil0116@ung.edu
UNGVANGUARD.ORG
NEW 
WEBSITE COMING
SOON!
Evan Amburn, drummer for the Athens band The Woodgrains, was 
recently featured on the cover of the Athens alternative weekly, Flagpole, 
alongside his bandmates Nick Carroll and Dylan Crosby.
The band is celebrating the release of their second album. Flagpole 
conducted an interview discussing their album track by track and having 
them explain each song.
In the interview, Evan recalls that with “a lot of these songs, we were 
like, ‘OK, we’ve got a handful of songs, and we’re gonna go hash it out 
for a month or two, practicing every day.’” All of that practicing seems to 
have paid off. Check out the story at http://bit.ly/1bCOjbS.
UNG-Oconee student musician
lands on the cover of Flagpole
Patrick Moran
Gabrriella Cubera/Staff
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C a m p u s  L i f e
Students are no-shows at Strategic Planning town hall
In observance of Martin Luther 
King Day, the Sankofa African Ameri-
can Museum on Wheels hosted a 
Civil Rights Display at the University of 
North Georgia-Gainesville campus last 
month.  
Sankofa was established in 1995 by 
curator Angela Jennings and since that 
time she has been all over the country, 
bringing her exhibit to more than 2,000 
different colleges. 
Jennings established the museum as a 
response to the lack of African Ameri-
can history provided by the public 
school system.
“Our main purpose is to educate ev-
eryone about African American history 
and culture,” Jennings said.
The Student Center hosted the event 
and allowed students to view various 
African artifacts, pictures, and historical 
documents.
Many of the artifacts were acquired 
by Jennings during her travels to Africa.
“Much of the display has sentimental 
value for me,” she said.
Through the use of authentic mate-
rial, the museum offered students the 
chance to view African American his-
tory in a visual timeline.
The display began with a look at early 
African history, progressed to show a 
large portion of the Civil Rights Move-
ment, and ended with an in depth look 
at President Barack Obama. 
“I was stopped in my tracks as soon 
as I walked into the Student Center,” 
said student Terry Bone.
Several photos of beaten slaves 
caught many students’ attention.
“You could feel the ghosts of the 
people who were tortured,” Bone said.
The focus on President Obama at the 
end of the display, however, showed the 
tremendous progress civil rights leaders 
have made in American society.
“I’m so grateful to those Civil Rights 
leaders,” Sophomore Leo Coutermarsh 
said. “Without them we wouldn’t have 
the opportunities we have today.”
Maloy Gunter
Staff Writer
Vanguard: Gainesville
wmgunt0545@ung.edu
Civil Rights Display stops people in their tracks
Students stop to observe the images in the Civil Rights Exhibit in the UNG-G Sudent Center.
Photo by Maloy Gunter/Vanguard Staff
Attendance was low at the Feb. 10 town hall of the 
UNG Strategic Planning Committee on the Dahlonega 
campus.
J.B. Sharma, professor and assistant department 
head of physics, and Andrew J. Leavitt, vice president 
for university advancement and professor of chemis-
try, led the meeting.
No students were present, although they had been 
invited to the meeting.
Sharma began by listing the capabilities of the com-
mittee and its goals: campus identity, organizational 
unity and effectiveness, academic excellence and in-
novation, leadership and whole person, engagement, 
partnership, outreach and educational opportunity.
“There are technological limits to what we as a 
committee can do in real time,” Sharma said. “Our 
goal is to come up with a document for the implemen-
tation committee.”
Sharma added that the committee hopes to have a 
draft of their plan available for the next meeting.
Leavitt said that the committee has not only faculty 
members but also students. According to Leavitt, the 
committee is also hoping to hold webinars to reach 
more people.
Gayle Evans, president of the parents association, 
stated that parents want to be informed.
“We want to support what’s going on and pass in-
formation along to the parents, the ones who pay the 
bills,” she said.
Leavitt said he also hopes to encourage more atten-
dance at the meeting to offer more opinions.
According to Sharma, the final strategic plan is due 
to be completed by April 18, and final edits will be 
made by April 23.
According to Leavitt, the implementation com-
mittee will then take over and begin a five-year plan. 
“We’ll start immediately,” Leavitt said, “but not every-
thing will be accomplished in five years.”
Jennifer Purcell
Vanguard: Dahlonega
Staff Writer
jnpurc1367@ung.edu
HELP US GET THAT BIG STORY!
...or video, photo, editorial or review. Join our staff !
Oconee: Sydney Bhame, scbham7160@ung.edu
Gainesville: Brett Fowler, bcfowl6034@ung.edu
Dahlonega: Amy Bailey, aebail8835@ung.edu
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V Arts&Enter ta inment
Perhaps you’ve heard the songs, perhaps a friend 
has convinced you to watch the movie, perhaps 
you’ve seen the Broadway production in all its glory, 
or perhaps you have no idea about it – regardless, 
the Gainesville Theatre Alliance began its February 
Festival of Theatre with its very own rendition of the 
Tony-award-winning musical, “Chicago.”
“In preparation for the musical, the cast and crew 
are busy logging between 20 and 30 hours a week of 
designing costumes, building sets and rehearsing,” said 
Beth Kendall, the marketing manager for GTA, prior 
to the show’s opening on Feb. 11.
GTA announced this week that due to snow and 
popular demand, the show will be held over through 
Feb. 23.
Many of the major roles are being played by mem-
bers of GTA who have previously been in productions 
and may be recognizable to returning patrons.
Kendall said the Roxy Hart role is being played 
by Carly Berg, a senior theatre major at Brenau, who 
played Sister Sarah in November’s “Guys and Dolls.”
Additionally, the role of Billy Flynn will be por-
trayed by Atlanta actor Alan Kilpatrick, who not only 
has been on the GTA stage before, but has also direct-
ed for GTA many times.
Despite familiar faces, the production of “Chicago” 
is also bringing new things to the theatre.
“Our choreographer, Jen MacQueen, is incorporat-
ing Cirque-de-Soleil-type movement,” Kendall said, 
“and trapeze-type aerial skills.”
Not only will that be different, but instead of us-
ing a musical computer to create the sound of a full 
orchestra like GTA normally does, there will be a 
14-piece band on stage for the whole show.
While the script being used is the same as the 
original Broadway production, the set, lighting, and 
costumes are original, along with other aspects.
“The choreography is also original, the work of Jen 
MacQueen, who has taught workshops and choreo-
graphed shows all over the United States,” Kendall 
said.
GTA’s production of Chicago began Feb. 11 at 
Brenau University’s Hosch Theatre and runs through 
Feb. 23. Tickets are on sale now with prices that range 
from $12 to $24.
“People who want to come need to get their tickets 
soon,” Kendall said.
Tickets to all shows are available by calling the GTA 
box office at 678-717-3624 or on the GTA web site, 
gta.ung.edu.
All UNG students get discounts but you must buy 
tickets through the box office.
‘Chicago’ kicks off GTA’s Festival of Theatre
Sydney Motes
Vanguard: Gainesville
Staff Writer
slmote8986@ung.edu
GTA’s Spring Shows
Chicago 
Feb. 11-23 
Brenau’s Hosch Theatre
The Glass Menagerie
Feb. 14-22
UNG-G’s Ed Cabell Theatre
Dickens in America
March 12
UNG-Oconee campus
March 15 & 16
Buford’s Sylvia Beard Theatre
Sense & Sensibility
April 8-19
UNG-G’s Ed Cabell Theatre
Tickets: 678-717-3624
‘Sampler’ exhibit at Cumming library is a first
The first exhibit by a professional artist 
on the Cumming campus combines old 
and new media.
In her “Sampler” exhibit, Athens artist 
Didi Dunphy stitched needlepoint QR 
codes that can be scanned with phones or 
tablets to take the viewer to videos Dun-
phy created.
“We’ve never shown work quite like 
Didi’s ‘Sampler’ at the UNG Art Galler-
ies,” said Beth Sale, art galleries director. 
“Her work is the first to bring such a large 
world, through the online videos, into a 
small space.”
The QR code takes the viewer to one 
of Dunphy’s performance art videos. 
Dunphy has taught at UGA and exhibited 
throughout the Southeast.
If you don’t have a device to scan the 
codes, Sale said Dunphy hopes people will 
ask to borrow others’ devices to view her 
work.
“She says that sharing the experience, 
making a new friend, can bring her work 
out of the gallery and into the viewer’s 
life,” Sale said.
The art will be on display in Cumming 
through Feb. 28. Dunphy will also have a 
solo show in the Bob Owens Art Gallery 
on the Dahlonega Campus in August 
2014.Cumming student Malaea Wantz checks out the video the QR code links to with an iPad. Dunphy’s 
embroidered QR codes are the first exhibit to be shown at the Cumming campus.
Matt Hobbs/Vanguard Staff
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A & E
Gimme Shelter
Based on a true story, Vanessa Hudgins is a 16 year old girl, Agnes 
“Apple” Bailey, who discovers how tough life on the street can be when 
you are young and pregnant. She finds help from her current struggles 
in a suburban shelter for homeless teens who bring her in and help her 
out. Amidst her struggles, she finds a sisterhood and makes connec-
tions with the others in the shelter which help change her future. The 
shelter allows her to break free from the shakles of her past and shows 
her that her future can be full of clarity and hope for both herself and 
her unborn child.
In theatres now
Labor Day
Kate Winslet plays Adele, a single mom of 13 year old Henry, played 
by Gattlin Griffith, who struggles with being the “man of the house”. On a 
back to school shopping trip, the two meet  Frank Chalmers, Josh Brolin, 
who seems to be somewhat in need of help and convinces them to take him 
into their home. But with the discovery that he is an escaped criminal, the 
events of their weekend change the rest of their lives for the better.
In theatres now
Godzilla
Despite a recent reveal, Godzilla(2014) has already become one of 
the most anticipated films of the year. The story of Godzilla centers 
around the emergence of a giant monster, Godzilla, with an intent to 
destroy all that stands before him. Using his massive size, this radioac-
tive lizard proceeds to bring down entire cities and quickly unites the 
world into an effort to do all it takes to stop its destructive rampage. 
This blockbuster aims to be action packed, bringing Godzilla back 
with a darker tone and a gritty story. Coming to theaters May 16
Transformers 4:Age of Extinction
The next installment of the Tranformers series, by Director Michael 
Bay, takes place after the events of Transformers: Dark of the Moon. 
With the Autobots and Decepticons mostly removed from the earth 
after their great battle, mankind focuses on using the technology left 
behind by the aliens for thier own purposes. However, thier work un-
covers ancient secrets which attracts a new and ancient force of Trans-
formers to earth. Mark Walhberg and Nicola Peltz play Cade and Tessa 
Yeager, a mechanic and his daughter that unearth the object that brings 
this advesary to earth. 
Coming to theaters June 27
I, Frankenstein
Aaron Eckhart plays Dr. Frankenstein’s creation, named Adam, 
based on the comic book series Frankenstein by Kevin Grevioux. The 
setting of the movie is a battle for power between gargoyles and fero-
cious demons in a century old war. Adam is now caught between both 
fighting sides as they try to determine the secret to his immortality for 
their own purposes.
In theatres now
Robocop
In 2041, Omnicorp controls the world’s robotic forces. Using their drones 
overseas, the military forged them a corporate empire, and now they seek to 
bring their robotic enforcement home. When a Detroit cop, Alex Murphy, 
played by Joel Kinnaman, is fatally wounded in the line of duty, Omnicorp 
vows to “save his life” by incorporating his dying body into a cyborg hybrid, 
becoming the police’s first part robotic enforcer. Murphy must now adjust 
to his new life as part-man, part-machine while maintaining his duty to the 
justice he once served as a man, even if that means uncovering the corrup-
tion of those who saved his life.
Coming to theaters Feb. 12
Lots of movies to see this spring
Compiled by Christa Kelly
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If you’re a fan of great arcade dual-stick shooter 
games, then Resogun must be on your to-buy list.
Housemarque, the company that developed Dead 
Nation and the Super Stardust series, brings us a game 
that will continue to build upon their reputation for 
creating rich arcade experiences.
At the start of each level, you are given the task 
of saving 10 humans who’ve been trapped in cages 
located around the cylindrical environment.
You’ll pilot one of three ships. The Nemesis is built 
for speed and agility, but lacks a powerful overdrive. 
The Ferox is balanced evenly between speed, agility 
and overdrive abilities. The Phobos possesses the most 
powerful overdrive but is also the slowest.
Each ship has three modes of attack. You’ll have a 
standard laser attack, an overdrive attack that allows 
you to focus one large beam and cut through several 
enemies at a time, and a bomb that will clear the entire 
map of enemies in a desperate situation.
Your battle begins slowly as only a few opponents 
appear while you take in the atmosphere, learn to con-
trol your ship, and rescue humans by gathering them 
and dropping them off at one of two drop zones.
Eventually, the enemies begin surrounding you 
from all sides until the combat crescendos into a eu-
phony of chaos, blending up-tempo electronic music 
with explosive sound effects and phenomenal visuals.
You’ll literally think it’s Independence Day on your 
screen as exploding enemies dazzle while new ones 
appear from nothingness.
After you fight your way through the phases of each 
of Resogun’s five levels, you’ll have to finish off a final 
boss, each one different from the last.
Some of the bosses are entirely too easy to defeat, 
and while all the levels look great, there just simply 
aren’t enough of them.
But don’t let that prevent you from grabbing this 
one as it has loads of replay value with its four levels of 
difficulty. Not to mention, it’s free for Playstation Plus 
subscribers.
Final score: 8.5 out of 10
Resogun: Grab this new PS4 arcade game
Matthew Hobbs
Vanguard: Gainesville
Staff Writer
mahobb4374@ung.edu
Walt Disney Studios’ most recent animated film, 
“Frozen”, is now the Golden Globe winning animat-
ed film of the year, beating out contenders such as 
“The Croods” and “Despicable Me 2” for the title.
Elsa, voiced by Broadway veteran Idina Menzel, 
is the older sister who has the gift of being able to 
control ice. Anna, played by Kristen Bell, another 
Broadway professional, is the free spirited younger 
sister who has no idea of the power that her sister 
possesses.
After their parents’ untimely death, Elsa is set to 
become queen of Arendelle. People come far and 
wide for her coronation (including Eugene and 
Rapunzel from Disney’s “Tangled”), and Anna sees 
it as an opportunity to finally be a part of the world 
around her.
While Elsa is left to be diplomatic with those that 
visited the kingdom, Anna spends the night danc-
ing and singing with Prince Hans of the Southern 
Isles. Towards the end of the night, Prince Hans 
proposes, and Anna says yes, but when the two 
young lovers ask for Elsa’s approval, an argument 
between the sisters ensues and Elsa’s powers are 
revealed – to everyone.
Elsa runs away, terrified of her power and what 
people will think. She runs and isolates herself 
from people, thinking that if she’s away from the 
kingdom then she cannot hurt her people; if she 
isn’t around Anna, then she can’t hurt Anna. Due 
to Elsa’s unruly emotions an eternal winter has now 
befallen Arendelle.
Anna does the one thing she can think of, she 
chases after Elsa. She wants to help her sister, and 
the only way Anna can think to do that is to find 
Elsa and show her that she doesn’t have to be afraid, 
and that she has to stop the winter that is threaten-
ing everyone. Along the way, Anna is joined by an 
ice harvester named Kristoff, his reindeer Sven, and 
a talking snowman named Olaf who enable her to 
travel to her sister.
Despite the rift between the sisters due to Elsa’s 
ice-controlling ability, they do share one key trait: 
both girls love their sister dearly. Which is why 
Anna followed Elsa into her self-imposed banish-
ment, and why Elsa gave up her fight when she 
thought that Anna was dead because of her.
All in all, “Frozen” is the type of excellence that 
is expected of Disney. Catchy songs, likably ador-
able characters, heinous villains that get what they 
deserve in the end, and acts of true love.
“Frozen” will be released to DVD/Blu-ray on 
March 18 of this spring. It has also been recently 
confirmed that the film will be turned into a Broad-
way musical; however, the timing has not been 
nailed out exactly.
“We’re not demanding speed, we’re demanding 
excellence,” Bob Iger, Walt Disney chairman and 
CEO, said in an interview with Fortune magazine.
Disney’s ‘Frozen’ perfect for the next snow day
Sydney Motes
Vanguard: Gainesville
Staff Writer
slmote8986@ung.edu
It has loads of replay 
value with its four levels 
of difficulty.
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As most people know, Georgia was 
the laughingstock of America in the 
Fiasnow that stormed in two weeks 
ago and caused gridlock that paralyzed 
the city of Atlanta (due to a mere two 
inches of snow).
As another snow and ice storm 
settled on Atlanta and the metro area 
this week, it seems as if Georgia officials 
gained a second chance to redeem their 
poor decision-making 
of a few weeks ago.
Forecasters pre-
dicted several inches 
of snow and a high 
chance of an ice storm 
early on in the week. 
On Monday, Feb. 10, 
Georgia Gov. Nathan 
Deal declared a state 
of emergency for 45 
counties, including 
Lumpkin, and the 
University of North 
Georgia sent out a message late Mon-
day afternoon closing all campuses for 
Tuesday, Feb. 11, and Wednesday, Feb. 
12, before even a snowflake had fallen. 
It seemed as if everybody finally started 
to get the snowball rolling.
Declaring a state of emergency may 
sound terribly drastic. However, more 
simply put, it gives the governor power 
to close government and state offices, 
deploy the National Guard and make 
evacuation recommendations.
Even President Barack Obama de-
clared a state 
of emergency 
for portions 
of Georgia, 
which trig-
gered federal 
assistance.
Well, did it 
work?
As this 
storm was 
foreseen to 
be “cata-
strophic” and 
incredibly 
more para-
lyzing than the last, officials seemed to 
have finally screwed their heads on all 
the way and prepared for the worst.
Roads were treated, schools were 
closed and citizens were urged to stay 
off roads as early as Monday night. 
There were no major traffic jams and 
there were 
no students 
stuck in 
schools or 
buses.
Deal’s 
quick reac-
tions to the 
high chance 
of snow and 
ice storms 
may have 
given him 
the hope and 
high ratings 
that he need-
ed in order to be reelected this year.
Everybody deserves a second chance, 
right? Mother Nature thinks so.
V Opi n i o n s & Edi t o r i a l s
The United States Court of Appeals 
overturned the Federal Communica-
tions Commission’s (FCC) 2010 net 
neutrality principles that force Inter-
net service providers (ISPs) to treat 
all websites on the Internet equally. 
With this ruling, your ISP is no longer 
bound to treat all Internet traffic the 
same. This can, and probably will, 
lead to two kinds of Internet. The 
lightning-fast Internet we have now 
and the slow, crawling Internet that 
we grew up with.
To access the lightning web, you’ll 
pay more than you do now for the 
same services you use now. Your ISP 
prices, for higher bandwidth, will 
rise, and your services that stream 
through the Internet, 
like Netflix or Hulu, 
will raise their prices 
so they will be able to 
afford to pay the ISPs 
to stream their content 
to your computer.
The ISPs are essen-
tially double dipping 
financially, charging 
you more for their 
services without 
improvement and on 
the other side, charging companies for 
better access, who, will in turn, charge 
you more to use their services.
The two-lane highway Internet has 
huge and resounding consequences 
for start-up businesses. Without the 
resources to pay to be on the faster 
Internet, new businesses are stuck on 
the slow side of things, translating into 
customers not wanting to visit their 
website for shopping or news in favor 
for a larger company who can afford 
the higher bandwidth.
Nervous yet? It gets worse.
Without net neutrality, your ISP 
can restrict or block websites with 
content they do not agree with (good-
bye free porn) or content opposing 
company viewpoints. Or speed up 
connections to their affiliate websites. 
Companies will buy the Internet and 
true capitalism will die. Your ISP can 
also slow your connection to a crawl; 
forcing you 
to buck 
up more 
money to 
return to 
the Inter-
net speed 
you are 
used to 
now.
The 
Internet 
change 
also has 
privacy 
implica-
tions. Be-
fore, your 
ISPs were 
limited in 
what they could monitor or use your 
browsing history for but now they 
have free rein for all of your activities 
on the Internet and are legally free to 
sell or use this information however 
they please. Your privacy is no longer 
protected by anyone but your Internet 
service provider and you are kidding 
yourself if you think they genuinely 
care about protecting you.
The end of net neutrality is the 
end of the 
Internet 
Golden 
Age. The 
Internet 
is a global 
commu-
nity and 
by buying 
favoritism, 
the whole 
commu-
nity suffers. 
There’s a 
chance 
nothing 
will change 
but, as we 
all know, 
money 
changes everything.
Not all hope is lost. You have a 
voice. Find and write to your local 
Congressman (http://www.house.gov/
representatives/find/) to bring back 
net neutrality.
Sarah Conner
Vanguard: 
Gainesville
Columnist
Why you should be concerned about net neutrality
[ISPs] have free rein for 
all of your activities on 
the Internet and are 
legally free to sell or use 
this information....
Fiasnow II gives Deal a second chance to get it right
Georgia officials gained 
a second chance to 
redeem their poor 
decision-making of 
a few weeks ago.
L i s t e n  t o  U N G ’ s  D e c i b e l  R a d i o :  r a d i o . u n g . e d u / n e w 
Megan 
Creech
Vanguard: 
Dahlonega
Columnist
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I finally left speech therapy at the 
end of 10th grade. I left that cold 
and cramped office with a bright red 
brochure—a set of rigid rules for me to 
follow when talking to others.
Make eye contact, smile, take a pause 
when necessary.
The process reminded me how to 
communicate when stuttering kicked in. 
It taught me that, yes, talking to others 
could be a jagged and draining process 
on a bad day, but if I followed the rules 
my speech therapist had shared with 
me, I’d be as close to a functioning con-
versationalist as I’d ever be.
Communication was no longer an 
abstract concept—I had my hands 
wrapped around it, and I was closer to 
the day when I’d be able to speak words 
in the same way they came to me: out of 
the blue.
Writing appealed to me immensely 
in the meantime, and as a result my 
journal served as my confidant. I gave 
it stories, and in return it handed me 
confidence.  It came in short bursts, yes, 
but it was still significant enough.
The more time I spent writing, the 
more I saw it as an antidote for my 
problems. Maybe I could work with it 
more. I realized that through making 
blogs and through writing about things 
for which I was passionate, I could 
break through that wall that had seemed 
impenetrable: the habit of fumbling 
with words.
When I created my Facebook page 
a couple years later, I truly believed it 
would shape my social interactions for 
the better. For one, the website is conve-
nient; you can chat with friends across 
the country at the click of a button.
Furthermore, you can wish people a 
happy birthday without actually adding 
the date to your mental calendar. And, 
most relevant to this writer, you can 
tell your friends the witty blurbs that 
have been brewing in your brain all day. 
The website grants you the privilege of 
communicating with those close to you, 
and without the awkward shrugs and 
stutters of a real-life conversation. What 
a sweet deal, right?
The logic makes sense, which is why 
it’s also terrifying.
A website originally designed to 
bring people together is now pushing 
them apart, noticing each person’s social 
quirks and saying, “Here, try posting a 
status instead. You won’t have to look 
these people in the eye, so be honest.”
But how much does honesty count 
for on Facebook? If these people 
wouldn’t say these 
things in per-
son, it means the 
impact of their 
stories goes away 
when Wi-Fi does.
I never quite 
grasped that Face-
book had become 
the focal point of 
my social interac-
tions until I saw a 
cute girl in one of my classes the other 
day. I was going to ask her out.
Then, instead, I scrambled to learn 
her name so I could add her on Face-
book.
“Jesus, Jacob, isn’t that a little coun-
terproductive?” I thought afterward. I 
was ready to use Facebook as a shield, 
protecting myself from the breed of 
social interactions I’d been hiding from 
for years—the kind with unpredictable 
outcomes.
Facebook taps into these primal fears 
of ours, which is why it’s so 
potent. It understands how 
wary of each other we are, 
and it presents a way for us 
to work around our social 
insecurities.
Don’t get me wrong. 
Facebook isn’t doing 
anything wrong here. The 
business major side of me 
gives them props for locat-
ing so many consumers to capitalize on. 
It’s just hard to reconcile the fact that 
people aren’t paying attention to each 
other more, and it’s plainly obvious that 
the social networking site has contrib-
uted heavily to that fact.
Yes, the problem is us. Blaming Mark 
Zuckerberg for this has as much weight 
as blaming a fast 
food restaurant 
for fattening up 
its customers: We 
get what we pay 
for, or in Face-
book’s case, log 
in to.
The trick is un-
derstanding what 
Facebook is best 
suited for. My 
best friend from childhood lives across 
the country and keeping up with him 
on the site is intuitive and convenient. 
Likewise, I’ve made an innumerable 
amount of friends through the Internet, 
and Facebook provides the means of 
keeping up with them.
If it weren’t for the site, I wouldn’t 
have been able to share with them, 
at least virtually, the experiences that 
changed my life.
There’s a limit, though, and knowing 
that Facebook is an aid toward social 
interactions can make keeping up with 
friends the most effective it’s ever been.
I love having a Facebook. The num-
ber of social possibilities it’s assisted me 
with over the last couple years is to be 
admired, and with each day that passes 
I understand how to use it more mean-
ingfully. But because of my experiences 
with social interaction, I became un-
healthily tethered to it; the site appeared 
to be more than just a site.
If you have issues prioritizing with 
Facebook, do what I did—delete the 
app, avoid the site for a while and go 
take a walk. Everything will be right 
where you left it. Maybe you’ll see 
someone on your stroll that interests 
you, and you’ll wonder if that person 
could end up being your best friend. 
The best way to find out is to go com-
municate in person: no screens, no chat 
messaging, none of that.
It’s time for us to remember that 
talking is the best way to communicate, 
and that other ways, while convenient 
in the moment, are just various forms 
of sidestepping. Go have a meaningful 
conversation, and remember what it’s 
like to communicate on the fly.
It’s intimidating and occasionally 
uncomfortable. But, unlike Facebook, 
it’s also genuine, and when it comes to 
talking to another person, genuine is 
the best kind of experience to have.
O p - E d
Have social media made us anti-social?
The Federal Work-Study Program is 
great for students who don’t need it.
The Federal Work-Study Program 
has a problem. It is a good idea at its 
core: students work for their school 
while the government pays for the cost 
of labor. However, the way funding for 
a work study program is determined of-
ten results in wealthier students reaping 
the benefits. This is contrary to the pur-
pose of the program, which is intended 
for those with fewer opportunities. 
When a school receives money from 
the Pell Grant or other aid, it is based 
on how many of its students truly need 
it. But the Federal Work-Study Program 
plays by a different set of rules. Origi-
nally included as part of the 1964 Eco-
nomic Opportunity Act, the work study 
program was transferred from the De-
partment of Labor to the Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare as part 
of the Higher Education Act of 1965. As 
described in both bills, the program was 
designed to “promote employment of 
students… from low-income families.”
According to new data released 
by the Department of Education, the 
program actually favors students with a 
lower level of financial need.
Approximately a quarter of students 
in work study positions come from 
families who make more than $80,000 
a year and nearly half of all students re-
ceiving work study attend a 
private college.  Community 
college students are more 
likely to have low incomes 
but make up less than two 
percent of work study recipi-
ents.
Consider that 30 percent of all stu-
dents attend a community college, but 
these schools only get 16 percent of the 
money devoted to work study. Compare 
that to private institutions which enroll 
17 percent of all students, but receive 40 
percent of work study funds. Fewer than 
half of all recipients actually meet the 
federal definition of financial need.
Money for work study is allocated to 
schools based on how much the uni-
versity received the year before, plus 
the cost of tuition. Under these condi-
tions, Harvard receives 22 percent more 
money for work study than its propor-
tion of students who meet the standard 
of financial need.
It stands to reason that our school 
would benefit from a system which fo-
cuses resources where it is needed most.
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